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1. Definition of Social Determinants of 
Health

2. Categories of Social Determinants of 
Health

3. Frameworks related to Determinants 
of Health

4. Surveys to measure SDH
5. Way to address SDH

Agenda



Partnering with communities and leveraging research to prevent cancer and promote health equity
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Prevention Research Centers (2019-2024)
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Emory 
Prevention 
Research 

Center 
(EPRC)

Core (CDC-funded) research focuses on cancer prevention & reducing 
health disparities related to chronic disease in rural communities

Based in the Department of Behavioral, Social, and Health Education, 
Rollins School of Public Health, with strong connections to Winship Cancer 
Institute

Funded by CDC from 2004-2014, and now again 2019-2024

Strong partnership in southwest Georgia since 2004, building on Cancer 
Coalition of South Georgia’s (now called Horizons Community Solutions) 
Board of Directors for our Community Advisory Board initially and prior 
study on smoke-free homes

Encourage and support SIP proposals to focus on southwest Georgia 
when appropriate
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RESEARCH EVALUATION TRAINING

COMMUNITY DISSEMINATI
ON

7



•Annotate 
Feature

•Video Clip •Breakout 
Room
OR Chat

Training Symbols
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Learning Objectives

Define social 
determinants of 
health and their 

categories

Describe the 
effects of social 
determinants of 

health

Locate and utilize 
tools for assessing 

social determinants 
of health



Chat

What health 
issues are you 

working with in 
your 

communities?



Definition of Social Determinants of Health

What are social 
determinants of 

health?

“The conditions in which people 
are born, grow, live, work, and age 
and the fundamental drivers of 
these conditions”

World Health Organization’s 
Commission on Social 
Determinants of Health



Video on SDH



What does this sentence mean to you?
Health starts in our schools, homes and communities.





Economic & 
Education 
Factors Economic 

Poverty
Employment

Income
Income inequality

Housing/ transportation affordability
Child care access

Food security

Education
Academic achievement (High school 

graduation)
Language and literacy

Early childhood education and 
development

Infrastructure and capacity
School environments

Health education



Health 
Care & 
Neighbor-
hood 
Factors

Health Care Access
Health care utilization & access

Health care infrastructure
Quality of care

Provider training
Public health program/services

Neighborhood/ Built 
Environment

Food environment and agriculture
Housing and transit  (community-

level factors)
Safety, crime, violence, and 

policing
Environmental conditions



Social Factors

Social
Family/social support

Social cohesion/ collective efficacy/ social 
capital

Civic participation/ engagement/ governance
Social mobility

Discrimination/racism
Incarceration
Segregation



Why focus on Social Determinants of Health 
and health equity?
• These social determinants of health and their interactions affect 

people throughout their lives (e.g., move) 

• Supporting people by addressing one or more contextual factors has 
the potential to help attain their highest level of health

• Communities/public health can focus its resources on the areas 
where investments can make progress for health (e.g., education, 
transportation, etc.)



Expand opportunities for health, same approach will work 
universally for everyone



Poll 

What social determinants 
of health issues you are 
seeing in  your community?



Social 
Determinant of 

Health 
Frameworks



Healthy People 2030

Ø Healthy People is designed to guide national 
health promotion and disease prevention 
efforts to improve the health of the nation.

Ø “Create social, physical, and economic 
environments that promote attaining the full 
potential for health and well-being for all.”

Source:https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health



SDH Framework/ Models 

Source:  
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5439032/#:~:text=The%20Bullseye
%20model%20aims%20were,socioeconomic%20features%20of%20a%20nation.

Source:  https://www.who.int/health-topics/social-determinants-of-health#tab=tab_1



SDH Framework/ Models 

Source:  
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/e2b650cd64cf84aae8ff0fae7474
af82/SDOH-Evidence-Review.pdf



Collection of SDH- LGBQT status

SDOH screening LGBTQIA+ Populations 
- Sexual Orientation and gender identity data
- Violence
- Intersectionality and stigma
- Social isolation and lack of family support 
- Racism and discrimination 
- Mistrust 

Source:  https://www.lgbtqiahealtheducation.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/LGBTQIA-patients-and-SDOH-screening.pdf



SDH Activity - Worksheet

1. Think about a preventive activity that you are 
working on in your community. This could be 
getting a mammogram, being active, etc.

2. From the SDH categories, 
1. Review each category individually.
2. Write examples how some of those categories 

have affected people in their communities. (~5 
mins)

3. Report out to everyone. (~20 mins)



SDH Activity - Worksheet

SDH Category Application to your Topic
Education
Economics
Social
Neighborhood and built 
environment
Healthcare access
Structural racism

Health Issue:   _____________________________________________________



Social 
Determinant of 
Health Surveys 

or Tools

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://www.learningahoy.com/2018/01/data-collection-in-ecse.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Common Items in SDH data collection

• Food access

• Resources (e.g., utilities, housing, etc.)

• Neighborhood or location characteristics (e.g., geography, 
transportation)

• Personal safety (e.g., any abuse)

• Social Support



PRAPARE Website
https://prapare.org/the-prapare-screening-tool/

15 Items

https://prapare.org/the-prapare-screening-tool/


PRAPARE Items



The Accountable Health Communities Health-Related Social 
Needs Screening Tool

The AHC Health-Related Social Needs 
Screening Tool (cms.gov)

10-items

https://innovation.cms.gov/files/worksheets/ahcm-screeningtool.pdf


The Accountable Health Communities Health-Related Social 
Needs Screening Tool

Core Items

• Housing
• Food insecurity
• Transportation problems
• Utility needs
• Interpersonal safety

Supplemental Topics

• Financial strain
• Employment
• Family and community support
• Education
• Physical activity
• Substance abuse
• Mental Health
• Disabilities







North Carolina DHHS SDH Screening Tool

Screening Questions | NCDHHS

12-items

Available in several languages in 
Word file

https://www.ncdhhs.gov/about/department-initiatives/healthy-opportunities/screening-questions


DHHS SDH Screening 
Tool



Social Determinants of Health Toolkit (Rural Communities)

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/sdoh



Let’s Recap!

42

• Social determinants are the conditions in which people in our 
community live, work, interact and play

• There are a variety of tools that can ask about SDHs

• Various strategies can help address social determinants of health and 
address them in our communities



Let’s Recap!
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Social Determinants of Health
Part 2!

• Mark your 
calendars!

• 10:00-11:30

Friday,  
Sept 
15th

• Example of data
• Materials

Training 
Focus

You’ll be the first 
to be notified about 

registration!



Thanks!
Stay connected with the 
EPRC

Emory Prevention Research 
Center

https://web1.sph.emory.edu/eprc/index.
html

@emory_prc

Training Evaluation
https://bit.ly/458Fi6z

https://bit.ly/458Fi6z


Stay Connected with the EPRC
• Training Section on EPRC Website

Emory Prevention Research 
Center

https://web1.sph.emory.edu/eprc/index.ht
ml

Twitter

@emory_prc


